Listing of the Claims; 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A method to provide information to multiple data storage 
devices, comprising the steps of: 

providing a computer comprising memory; 

providing a first data storag e devic e data storage and retrieval system and a second data 
storage devic e data storage and retrieval system , wherein said first data storage device data 
storage and retrieval system is capable of communicating with said second data storage devic e 
data storage and retrieval system ; 

generating said first information by said computer 

saving said first information in said memory; 

providing a least recently used protocol; 

determining using said least recently used protocol if said first information should be 
written to one or more information storage media; 

operative if said first information should be written to one or more information storage 



5 data storage and retrieval 



media , providing first information to said i 
system at a first tim e; 

determining if said first information must be synchronously provided to said second 
data storage and retrieval system ; 



operative if said first information must be synchronously provided to said second data 
storage and retrieval system, generating a write command comprising a synchronous copy 



attribute ; 

operative if said first information need not be synchronously provided to said second 
data storage and retrieval system, generating a write command comprising an asynchronous 
copy attribute . 

f^fov-k-l- ing second information to said fir s t data storag e d c vi -eei 
de4*H^mttgr4f^4-^ s a synchronous copy a ttribute^ 

eper-ati^e4f-Stiid-see€H3t^^ 
syne iironously - providing said first information to said second data storage dov ieef 



operative- it' s aid s e eond inform a tion do es not compris e-a-syneh-r 



s-eofjy-attribute^ 



providing said first information to said se eead-data-stera g e d e v i c e-atr^e€^n444ffle^-wlweift 
said se cond thne is late f-tha n said firs t-time. 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said seco nd info rmation write 
command comprises a synchronous copy attribute, and wherein said first data storage device 



j-ftf^i nformation storage ni e d iuHvand-wl^e ^in said s e cond datastorag e devic e 



comprises a second information storage medium, further comprising the following steps: 

writing said first information to said firs t information stora ge-fnedi-u m data storage and 
retrieval system ; 

writing said first information to said sc c o n d-mfe r m at i o n -s to rage m e tiium data storage 
and retrieval system ; 

deteM4niftg4f-5aid-^^ has been written to both said first in fo rmation 



stefage-Htedk tm and to said second in feffflatiefl-^temgeHaedkHBi- 



epefati¥e4f-said-fest- inf ormation has been written to both said first information storage 



frwdktm-an d to said second information storage m e d ium, generating t) 
complete signal. 

3. (currently amended) The method of claim 2, wherein said first information is 
provided to said first data s torage devi ce data storage and retrieval system by a host computer, 
and- Avherein -s aid third information com r^ses-a-wri te compl e t e signal, further comprising the 
step of providing said write complete signal to said host computer. 

4. (currently amended ) The method of claim 1, wherein said s e cond information write 
command does not comprise a synchronous copy attribute, and wherein said first data storage 
device comprises a first information storage medium, further comprising the following steps: 

writing said first information to said first information storage medium; 
determining if said first information has been written to said first information storage 
medium; 

operative if said first information has been written to said first information storage 
medium, generating thir d informatio n a write complete signal . 

5. Canceled. 

6. (currently amended) The method of claim £ 4, wh e r ein-s aid s e con d-da ta stor age 

scheduling the transmission of said first information to said second datastorage- device 
data storage and retrieval system ; 

providing said first information to said second data-st orage d e v -i ee data storage and 
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retrieval system; 

writing said first information to said second data s torage device data storage and 
retrieval system . 

7. Canceled. 

8. Canceled. 

9. Canceled. 

10. Canceled. 

1 1 . ( currently amended) An article of manufacture comprising a processor, a memory, 
a least recently used protocol, and computer useab le readable medium having computer 
readable program code disposed therein to provide information from a fi rs t data s torage- dev i c e 
data storage and retrieval system to a second data storag e dev-iee data storage and retrieval 
system , the computer readable program code comprising a series of computer readable program 
instructions which cause said processor to carry out a process comprising the steps of -steps4e 



generating said first information 

saving said first information in said memory; 

determining using said least recently used protocol if said first information should be 
written to one or more information storage media; 

operative if said first information should be written to one or more information storage 
media , providing first information to said first data storage device data storage and retrieval 
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system at a first time; 
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data storage and retrieval system; 



operative if said first information must be synchronously provided to said second data 
storage and retrieval system, generating a write command comprising a synchronous copy 



attribute; 



operative if said first information need not be synchronously provided to said second 
data storage and retrieval system, generating a write command comprising an asynchronous 



copy attribute. 



e g se co nd inf ormation^ 



d etermining if said s e con d information c 
operative if said second information com p rises a syn chrono us copy att ribute^ 
synehftffl ouslv prov i ding said first informa ti on to said s e cond data s to rag e d e v ice 



operati ve if said -sa€en^4nferma tion does -ftetcefflgrise-a-sy^efeeneu^ 
prev44mg-saki first infematien-te-sftid-seeen d data stor age d ev ice at a second t m^whereig 
said-seeen4 time i s4at er than sa i d first tim e. 



12. (currently amended) The article of manufacture of claim 11, wherein said second 
infor matio n write command comprises a synchronous copy attribute, an d wher e in -sai d first -data 
storage device comprises a first information storage medium F -and-¥^ ; e4ft-s^^£en4-4ata 



j tor a ge-de vice com prise 



secon d-i nformation storag e m e d ium^ said computer readable 



program code further comprising a series of computer readable program sieps-te-effeet 
instructions which cause said processor to carry out a process comprising the steps of : 



writing said first information to said first-m- 
retrieval system; 



i data storage and 



writing said first information to said second-i 




data storage 



and retrieval system ; 

determining!" said first information has been written to both said first ffl fermatieft 
storage-medi um and to said s e cond information storag e m c diu rm 

operative if said-f4fs^infer mation h as- been written t e4K3th-^aid-fes£4n£m^ 



complete signal. 

13. Canceled. 

14. (currently amended) The article of manufacture of claim 11, wherein said second 
i nformation write command does not comprise a synchronous copy attribute, mid- where in sa id 
fet-da-t- a storag e d e vice comprises a first information storag e m e dium . said computer readable 
program code further comprising a series of computer readable program steps-te-effeet 
instructions which cause said processor to carry out a process comprising the steps of : 

writing said first information to said first mfeHna4ienr^tefa^eH3^edinm data storage and 
retrieval system ; 

deter-mimng-if-sa id first inlbrmat iei^s-beea-wri-l ten to s aid 4n^-H#otTOatiott^torage 
medium; 

operative if said first information has been written to said first information storage 
medium, generating third informntion a write complete signal . 

15. Canceled. 



medium- and to sa i d second information storage m e dium , generating 




a write 
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16. (currently amended) The article of manufacture of claim 4£ 14, where in-said 
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s econd d at a s torag e -deviee-e^3mpr4i 



ieeend- fflformation storage medium, said computer 
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readable program code further comprising a series of computer readable program steps to effect 
instructions which cause said processor to carry out a process comprising the steps of : 



scheduling the transmission of said first information to said second data storage device 
data storage and retrieval system ; 

providing said first information to said second data-^terage-deviee- data storage and 
retrieval system ; 

writing said first information to said second data-sterage-deviee- data storage and 
retrieval system . 

17. Canceled. 

18. Canceled. 

19. Canceled. 

20. (currently amended) A computer program product usable with a usable with a 
programmable computer processor, said product comprising a computer readable medium 



having computer readable program code embodied therein to provide information from a first 
data storage device to a second data storage device, said computer readable cod e comprising: 

computer readable program code which causes said programmable computer processor 
to save said first information in a memory; 

computer readable program code which causes said programmable computer processor 
to determine using a least recently used protocol if said first information should be written to 
one or more information storage media; 

computer readable program code which, if said first information should be written to 
one or more information storage media, causes said programmable computer processor to 



provide said first information to said data storage and retrieval system; 

computer readable program code which causes said programmable computer processor 
to determining if said first information must be synchronously provided to said second data 
storage and retrieval system; 

computer readable program code which, if said first information must be synchronously 
provided to said second data storage and retrieval system, causes said programmable computer 
processor to generate a write command comprising a synchronous copy attribute: 

computer readable program code which, f said first information need not be 
synchronously provided to said second data storage and retrieval system, causes said 
programmable computer processor to generate a write command comprising an asynchronous 



copy attribute. 



computer readable pro gram code-which c 



-said-prog rammable com puter-proee&; 



i first information at a first tim e ; 



compH ^ef^eadabte-jpiBffaffl-eede-v>feeh-e 



said programmable computer process 



second information at said first time; 



eompu4ef-readabie--pregram eetle-whieh-e 



-said pro g r a m m a b 1 e e efflptrter-preeesi 



to d e t e rmin e it' said s e cond information compris e s a synehrt 



s-eepy-a ttribute t 



eem^uter-^^e^dable-^fegfam code w hich, if sa 4d-^e^end-4nfefmati on comprises- 



synchronous cop y-attrib ute, causes s aid programmabl e computer proces s or -t o synchronously 
p rovide said fi rs t-inf brmation to a s e cond data stor age d e vic e ; 



comput e r r e adable -prog ram code - which, if said s e c on d information d oes- no t compris » 



j ynchro j 



s copy at tribute^ 



said programmable computer processor to provide said first 



tf^m^tfkviHe-a-see end data storag e tl evic e at a s econd tim e . vvherc^i ^>-sak}^^e<>m^^l^t^-Hf4a^ef 



th an said first t imer 



21 . (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 20, wherein said 
device comprises a first information storage medium, a i^-vvteeffl-said-seeefid-^ata-stefag^ 



devic e compris e s a second information storag e m e dium, further comprising: 
to-wfrte- suid first inform a tion to sa i d first information storag e m e dium; 



eempu*e«eadd3lei3re>g^^ 
te^wr4te-s^d-fes^4fifefffia tion to said second information storage medium; 



computer readable program code which causes said programmable computer processor 
to determine if said first information has been written to both said first in fwma-tk>nHrtor-age 
medium data storage and retrieval system and to said second information storag ^medmm- data 
storage and retrieval system ; 



computer readable program code which, if said first information has been written to 
both said first i nformat ion storage m e diu m data storage and retrieval system and to said second 
inform atio n storage medium data storage and retrieval system , causes said programmable 
computer processor to generate thir d informa tion a write complete signal. 

22. Canceled. 

23. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 20, wherein said 
se cond info rmation write command does not comprise a synchronous copy attribute, and 
whereiflH?aM4ffis^ information storage mcd fam, further 
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comprising: 

computer readable program code which causes said programmable computer processor 
to write said first information to said first information storag e mediu m- data storage and 
retrieval system; 



tOHjetefln4ne-if-*ai^^ wri tt en to said first information storage medium; 

computer readable program code which , if said first info r mation h as-been-wrkten-tf) said 
first information storag e medium, causes said programmable computer processor to generate 
t hird information a write complete signal. 

24. Canceled. 

25. (currently amended) The computer program product of claim 24. wbtH^iu-said 
seeottd- data storage devic e compris e s - a s econd - information storag e medium, further 
comprising: 

computer readable program code which causes said programmable computer processor 
to schedule the transmission of said first information to said second data sto r-age-d^iee data 
storage and retrieval system ; 

c omputer rcadf^^pfegfam-eede^^^ programmaM e-eempu ter processor 

te-pfovi de said fir st informa t ion to said s econd data storag e device i 

eomputer readable prog r am code whkh caus es s aid-^regr amma b le com puter-preeesser- 
te write said first information to said second information storage medium. 



comp uter readable pro g ram code w hieh- 



-saijj-pr-egrafflina ble co mputer-^reeef 
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26. 



Canceled. 
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27. 



Canceled. 
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28. Canceled. 
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